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Abstract

Tit] A Study on Improving Empathy By Presenting Impression Changing Events
itle
In a Life Simulation Game
Author Akari Abe
Advisor Taichi Watanabe
Key Words LifeSimulation, Empathy, Character, Agent
[summary]|

There is a genre of computer games called ”life simulation” in which you watch over
your characters and train them. In these genres, characters change their relationships
with each other, becoming friends or lovers. By presenting the player with the events
leading up to the change in this relationship, or the events that led up to it, in the
form of events, the player empathizes with the characters and becomes more attached
to them. However, in games where the characters are randomly generated, there is often
no event presentation to show how the relationship changes. If it is not presented, the
player will lose empathy for the character, which will lead to the possibility of losing
interest in the content.

In this study, we focused on the empathy from players to characters in life simulation
games. The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of the presence or
absence of impression change events, which indicate the process of relationship change,
on the empathy that players have for characters. The effectiveness of the impression
change event presentation was investigated using a simulator.

The verification was done using the presented version with the impression change
event and the non-presented version of the video without it. The video was to be the
content of the character who is the focus of attention in the simulator until he or she
becomes a lover with someone else. The subjects were asked to watch the presented
and non-presented versions of the videos in order, and to answer a questionnaire when
they finished watching one of the videos.

The results showed that the subjects felt less unnatural and more sympathetic to the
fact that the character of interest had a girlfriend in the event-presented version than

in the non-presented version.
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